
Small Shaker Chest Kit Assembly
(Flat back)

PARTS LIST
1 paneled front 31 ½ x 17" 
1 flat back 30 ¾ x 14 1/8" 
2 paneled ends 15 1/8 x 17" 
1 aromatic floor 30 5/8 x 14 1/4  
1 molded lid 33 x 16”

2 pre-drilled top supports
6 - 1 ½" square drive screws 
4 round metal glides (for under the feet) 
1 counter balance with 4 screws 
2 brass hinges with screws 

TOOLS NEEDED 

Four - 2' pipe clamps  
Two – 3 – 4' pipe clamps
wood glue
glue brush or syringe
flat rasp or file
fine-tooth handsaw (optional)
square head drill bit
carpenters square

 1” finishing nails
 punch and small hammer to sink nails
 wood shims for use with pipe clamps
 chisels (various sizes)
 sanding block
 palm sander (with discs from 120 to 180 grit)
 drill and various drill bits
 colored wood filler or putty



Prepare your work surface, ensuring that it is clean and free of any debris that could scratch or dent the
parts while you work.

1. Carefully unpack the contents, taking care not to chip the delicate edge of the locking miter joints on
the ends, front, and back.  Due to variations in humidity, keep lid and floor wrapped in plastic or
resting on sticks until ready for use.

2. Check small nails on inside of the ends and sides. Using a small
hammer and punch, counter sink any that protrude (set nail
below level of wood). Fill holes with colored wood filler
(optional). 

3. With a sanding block, break (slightly round off and smooth)
edges of rails surrounding panels (inside and outside).  Use a
piece of paper to protect the surface of the panel from scratching.

4. Sand inside surface of ends, front, back and top with a series of
sanding discs: 
For aromatic cedar: 120, 150 grit 
For hardwoods: 80, 100, 120, 150 grit and finer if you wish. 
Blow off excess dust, especially in grooves.

5. Prepare for assembly, ensuring that all the sides, 4 pipe clamps,
shims, wood glue, and glue brushes are laid out and ready.

6. Lay the front panel face down on clean, smooth surface. Dry fit
(assemble without glue) the two paneled ends on each side, and
slide the floor into position.  Set the back in place to complete
the dry fit.  Check joints for good alignment. Disassemble and
prepare for glue-up.

7. Lay front panel face down on clean, smooth surface. Starting with
one of the ends, apply glue to both sides of the mitered joint (the
front panel and one of the side panels) using a glue brush to
ensure complete and even coverage. Do not use glue in floor
groove as this allows for wood movement.  

Set in the first end panel, ensuring that the joint is flush at the top.
Slide the floor into position, best side in. Follow the same process



to apply glue to both sides of the mitered joint of the other end panel and set it in place. 

Apply glue to both sides of both of the back locking miter joints.
Set back in place. 

Carefully stand assembled chest upright.  Apply pipe clamps, using
long shims under them to span the entire joint being glued: two - 2'
clamps across top and bottom of each end. 

Before tightening clamps, ensure all joints are still flush and square.
This can be done with a carpenters square, or by simply measuring
the diagonal dimensions from corner to corner.  If both diagonal
measurements are identical, the chest is square. Tighten clamps.  

8. While glue is still fresh, wipe off any excess with a damp cloth.  (We recommend using distilled
water; tap water may contain minerals that could stain the unprotected wood)  Leave chest in clamps
at least 1 hour for the glue to set.  If desired, check again for glue that may have seeped out.  With a
chisel or scraper, carefully scrape off excess glue.

9. Sand outside of entire chest to desired smoothness, easing sharp edges. We recommend a series of
grits, starting with 120, 150, then 180.

10. At this point, stain and/or finish the lid and box.  We
recommend leaving the interior unfinished.

11. Recess the two brass hinges in the back: trace hinge outlines
into the back edge of the chest, 5” from the end of the chest.
Pencil in a line 1/8” below hinge placement.  With a fine
handsaw, cut down to the line at small intervals.  Chisel out to
that depth.  File, or sand, the cutout smooth and level. Set in the
hinges, pre-drilling the holes with a 1/16” bit.

12. Set lid flat on chest, ensuring that the lid back is flush with the back of the chest, and that it is
centered on the chest left to right.  Using a pencil, lightly mark the position of the hinges.

13. Attach the brass hinge to back of lid, pre-drilling holes with 1/16" bit. Use masking tape on the drill
bit at the depth of the hinge screw to ensure that you will not drill completely through the lid.  Have
a helper hold the lid up to center it on the chest, using the pencil marks as a guide for horizontal
placement.  

For vertical placement, the back of the lid should just be visible through the “window” in the hinge,
next to the hinge pin. Pre-drill and insert only one screw in one of the hinges, close lid and check for
proper alignment (front to back and side to side). Make necessary adjustments, then attach one screw
in other hinge and check again for proper alignment. Make necessary adjustments, then insert
remaining screws. 

14. Position the support rails on under side of top, about 4-5" from
each end and 3/8” from the edge of the hinge. Screw on, using
1 1/4" screws. Do not use glue, to allow for wood movement
with changes in humidity.



15. To attach the
counterbalance, follow
measurements on the
diagram. First, attach
the counterbalance to
the back of the chest
(at least 1 3/8” from
the inside corner) with
both screws.  Next,
attach counterbalance
to lid with only the
lower screw.  Test to
see if lid closes
properly.  If it does,
put in the second
screw.  If lid locks up
before completely
closed, raise screws on
lid 1/8” for every inch
the lid stays open, and
test again.
 

Email us with any questions or suggestions.  Or call and ask for Kathy. 
Cedaridge Farm 
1-888-586-5544 

dale@mrcedar.com 

mrcedar.coman online division of 
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